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Saving Ontario’s Forests and 
Wetlands  

 
Tulip Tree is a representative species of the Carolinian 
Forest.            - Win Laar 
 
The NFNC has been joining in the quest to save 
some significant natural areas in Southern Ontario 
with donations from our conservation fund. 
We donated $200.00 to the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada, which, with the addition of funds from 
private sources and contributions from 
governments, will acquire and manage 524 acres 
of property on Pelee Island.  The acquisitions 
consist of Brown’s Road Alvar, home to one of 
only two known Chinquapin Oak Nodding Wild 
Onion Savannas in the world and Middle Point 
Woods which, with its freshwater sand beaches, is 
an important stop-over for migratory songbirds.  
We donated $150.00 to the Long Point Basin Land 
Trust to help secure the Arthur Langford Nature 
Reserve in Norfolk County.  This is a 180 acre 
property contain Buttonbush thicket swamp and 
Silky Dogwood wetlands.  It is a home to the 
Jefferson Salamander and the Eastern Fox Snake. 

We have made a donation to the Niagara 
Restoration Council to aid in their reforestation 
and restoration efforts.  We made a contribution to 
Releaf Fort Erie to help plant trees to replace those 
lost in the October 2006 snowstorm. 
I attended the mortgage burning for the Cartwright 
Nature Sanctuary and was proud to see the name 
of our club among donors being thanked for their 
contributions.  We will have a chance to visit this 
sanctuary on May 25th.  The Hamilton Nature 
Club and Conservation Halton have worked 
together to purchase this property, one of the 
ecological corridors linking the Escarpment and 
Cootes Paradise. 
We have had the opportunity to visit other 
properties to which we have donated over the 
years such as the Jackson-Gunn Old Growth 
Forest. 
Here in Niagara, a land trust is being established 
to purchase and protect some of Niagara’s 
ecologically significant natural areas. 
Our conservation fund is supported by funds 
raised at events such as our nature book sales and 
through donations such as the sculptures donated 
by Connie Kitney’s daughter, which we auctioned.  
Most of our funds come from donations from you, 
our members.  Saving our wonderful and 
vulnerable natural areas is one of the most 
important things a nature club can do. 

- Joyce Sankey 
 
 
Special thanks to the 
Ontario Trillium 
Foundation for the 
generous grant that made 
possible the purchase of a 
laptop computer and laser 
projector.



Meetings and Outings 
 

Celebrating 40 Years of the Bruce Trail 
Nov 21, 2007 
The name “Bruce Trail” is familiar to most of us, 
but how much do we really know about it? Yes, it 
is a scenic hiking trail from Queenston to 
Tobermory. But there is much more, and at the 
November 21, 2007 meeting of the NFNC, Beth 
Kummling, executive director of the Bruce Trail 
Conservancy, (BTC) explained that “much more” 
to us. 
Their mission statement says, “The BTC is a 
charitable organization committed to establishing 
a conservation corridor containing a public 
footpath along the Niagara Escarpment, in order to 
promote environmentally responsible public 
access to this UNESCO World Biosphere.” 
Fulfilment of that mission is guided by a Board of 
Directors of 19 and a staff of 11. Associated with 
them are 9 Bruce Trail Clubs with each having 
one appointee to the board. The work of the 
Conservancy is not only trail expansion and 
maintenance, but also stewardship of the land 
through which the trail passes, which is the 
primary focus. Stewardship is now fragmented 
with 47% secured but the other 53% at risk. There 
is a constant effort to reduce that at risk by 
receiving land gifts or outright purchase of land as 
it becomes available and funds can be found. 
The Bruce Trail is the oldest marked hiking trail in 
Canada. The Conservancy is supported by 750 
active volunteers and 8,000 members. Each year 
400,000 visits are made to the trail as people hike, 
ski, watch wildlife, take photographs and admire 
the glorious scenery of the escarpment. Each of 
the 9 Bruce Trail Clubs is associated with a 
specific portion of the 843 km trail and the 300 km 
of associated side trails. 
The club areas from south to north are Niagara, 
Iroquois, Toronto, Caledon Hills, Dufferin Hi-
land, Blue Mountains, Beaver Valley, Sydenham 
and Peninsula. Each club is responsible for 
building and maintaining their portion of the trail 
and club volunteers also organize hikes, social 
events and public awareness events. 
There are some individuals who have walked the 
trail end to end two, three and even up to nine 
times, and others have walked its full length in 
only 7 days. Attempting such feats is beyond 
consideration by most of us. 
Others have walked end to end a little at a time 
spaced out over many years. Most of the Niagara 

Falls Nature Club members who have participated 
in club outings have walked short portions of the 
trail along our own Niagara escarpment out of 
Queenston or Woodend Conservation Area or 
Shorthills. Some have walked the trail on the 
Bruce Peninsula on a birding or orchid outing. 
One may decide to walk a specific segment of the 
trail which coincides with ones interests or that 
has not been visited before. One can also share in 
one of the up to 1500 guided hikes organized each 
year by club volunteers. Remember, however, that 
there are no restaurants or hotels directly along the 
trail and one must exit the trail at “drop-offs” to 
secure these accommodations. 
Ms Kummling’s slide presentation afforded views 
of the trail from a hiker’s perspective with slides 
showing the diversity from the fruit trees of 
Niagara to its end in Tobermory. Included were 
views of Mount Head, Badland, Pretty River 
Valley, Blue Mountains, Old Baldy, Inglis Falls, 
Skinners Bluff, Cape Dundas, Smokey Head and 
Halfway Park Rock. Slides of flora and fauna 
indigenous to the regions were displayed as well 
as some of the 85 waterfalls as they cascaded 
down the escarpment. A very large pit viper, 
Eastern Massassauga Rattlesnake, looked very 
dangerous in one picture, and thank heavens no 
one at the meeting was bittten! 
The Niagara Falls Nature Club supports the Bruce 
Trail Conservancy with a monetary gift each year. 

-Don Dimond 
 
Lake Ontario Waterfowl 
November 24, 2007 
About 20 hearty souls bundled up and met at 
Prudhomme’s Landing for our annual Lake 
Ontario waterfowl outing. 
Our first stop was at the end of Victoria Ave. 
(Hwy 24), Vineland, where we were greeted by 
Common Merganser, Bufflehead, Golden-eye, 
Long-tailed Duck, and a Common Loon in winter 
garb. 
A quick stop at 50 Point Conservation Area via 
Kelson Ave. yielded White-winged Scoter, amid a 
raft of Long-tailed and Merganser.  Two Northern 
Shrike were spotted by other birders but had 
obviously gone for a coffee break by the time we 
reached the area. Yikes!  Those elusive Shrikes! 
Fruitland Road was the next destination, but we 
weren’t able to add to the count until we reached 
Millen Road.  There we had a view of all three 
Scoter: Black, White-winged and Surf.  Long-
tailed Duck were the bird of the day, as we saw 



hundreds of them during the outing.  They posed 
particularly well for us at this location, wagging 
their tails and parading as if to say “Look at us!” 
Next was a stop at Sayers Park where we added 
Red-breasted Merganser, Scaup and Mallard Duck 
to the list. 
During our brief stop at Fisherman’s Pier along 
the Hamilton Harbour canal, we spotted a 
Peregrine Falcon perched atop the bridge, looking 
for prey.  A flock of Rock Dove, roosting on the 
lower ledge of the bridge, played “statue”, hoping 
one of them wouldn’t be dinner. 
Our final stop at La Salle Park was well worth the 
drive.  Trumpeter Swan were the stars, but were 
given competition by a host of other species.  
Redhead, Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck, 
Hooded Merganser and American Coot, all added 
to the count, along with a Song Sparrow, Dark-
eyed Junco, Cardinal, and Black-capped 
Chickadee begging for handouts as we walked 
along the boardwalk. 
It was late in the afternoon by the time we packed 
it in and headed home, a bit chilly, but happy to 
have enjoyed the day together.  Many thanks to 
Gisele Mills for keeping us on track and making 
sure we didn’t lose anyone. 

- Lynda Goodridge 
 
Xmas Slides and Cheer 
December 19, 2007 
Our annual members’ night showcased photos and 
delectable goodies from many club members. 
Using our new digital equipment, Rick Young 
shared photos of plants in his garden; Paula Clark 
showed excellent bird shots from trips to several 
US states as well as England, Scotland and Wales; 
Margaret and Harley Teare dazzled us with 
ceilings and floors in the palatial architecture of St 
Petersburg; and Peter Ferguson showed superb 
nature shots from Algonquin Park and around 
home, including a Northen Hawk Owl 
regurgitating a previously digested mouse in 
preparation for eating another one dangling from 
its talons. 
Yoland Davis and Helen Macdonald returned to 
familiar technology with the slide projector; 
Yolanda taking us along on her trip to Alaska, and 
Helen sharing scenes from Germany. 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to 
nourishment of body and soul, and happy new 
year to all! 

-Win Laar 
 

Waterfowl Along the Niagara River 
January 27, 2008 

- Don Mills 
We met as usual at Niagara Square and went to the 
parking lot in front of the fort in Fort Erie.  
Here we had twenty-two people who were ready 
to participate in the outing. We were happy to see 
that three people had again traveled form Guelph 
to join us on the outing. Gisele is starting to think 
that she is famous and that she attracts people 
from all over the province to participate in her 
outings. I have to admit that the weather was just 
great and there were lots of ducks to be seen. 
There were more ducks in the river than I have 
ever seen. There were so many ducks that I think 
you could have walked across river on their backs. 
There were thousands of ducks as far as you could 
see both north and south of the fort. It was not just 
at Fort Erie, but there were more ducks than usual 
all the way down the river. 
We saw Canvasback, Redhead, Greater and Lesser 
Scaup, Common, Red-breasted and Hooded 
Merganser, Long-tailed Duck and many more. We 
also were able to find two Bald Eagle, a Cooper’s 
Hawk, and a Red-bellied Woodpecker and others 
which I will not list. In all we managed to find 
thirty-three species. I think that this is largest 
number of species and also the largest number of 
ducks seen on this outing. 
Just near the end of the day we got the news that 
there was a Ross’s Gull on the river. This made a 
mad scramble to try to find the location and when 
we did find the spot there was nobody there. So as 
you would guess the bird had flown and we were 
not able to find it. This would have been a 
fantastic bird to get, but you can’t win them all. 
I heard it said that many enjoyed the day even 
though we could not find the Ross’ Gull. 

- Don Mills 
 



Wildlife Photography Close to Home 
January 16, 2008 
There was a full house on hand for the first 
meeting of 2008 with everyone looking forward to 
the latest presentation by club member and local 
wildlife photographer extraordinaire Peter 
Ferguson.  The presentation was entitled Wildlife 
Photography Close to Home and we saw it isn’t 
necessary to travel great distances or go on exotic 
trips in order to see a wide variety of birds, 
reptiles, plants, insects and animals. 
Peter has skillfully set this presentation to the very 
clever and catchy tunes found on Foster Brown’s 
CD Songs from a Naturalist’s Notebook.   It began 
with a song about Red-winged Blackbirds, 
followed by another song perfectly choreographed 
with stunning photographs of numerous birds.  
Among the birds featured were Great Blue Heron, 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Carolina Wren, Cedar 
Waxwing, Red-tailed Hawk and several owl 
species including this winter’s celebrity Northern 
Hawk Owl in Stoney Creek. 
The next tune was Amphibian Blues with close-
ups of tadpoles, toads and frogs including one of a 
frog comically posed on top of a concrete frog.  
Next came deer, rabbit, muskrat, groundhog, 
muskrat, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Indigo Bunting, 
Green Heron and Tri-colored Heron set to the tune 
Scit Scat Diddily Doo.  And in keeping with the 
theme of the song it ended with a photograph of 
wolf scat just in case we ever encountered any in 
the wild, we’d know to what it belonged.  
Reptile Rhapsody had various turtle and snake 
species, the most notable of which was a 
Massassauga Rattler taken in the Wainfleet Bog.  
Other tunes followed such as the Insect Song and 
Dragon-Damselfly Song portraying an endless 
array of winged wonders and creepy crawlers. 
 There was everything from chrysalis to caterpillar 
to butterfly, exoskeleton to dragonfly/damselfly, 
spiders, Katydid, Preying Mantis and Walking 
Stick.   
The quality of Peter’s photography is not the result 
of being in the right place at the right time.  He 
has the endless patience required to wait for a 
butterfly to emerge from its chrysalis.  He once 
took a chrysalis on a stick to work with him 
because he knew the monarch would be emerging 
that day and didn’t want to miss the opportunity to 
capture the every moment.  He goes out everyday 
in search of subjects to photograph, often 
returning again and again to the same location 
until he captures the perfect picture.  In fact, he 

not only captures the image, but the very essence 
of his subject whether it’s the reflection in the 
compound eye of a dragonfly or a single leaf 
floating across the water. 
The presentation ended all too quickly with the 
song Walkin’, Wadin’ and Wanderin’ taking us 
through beautiful scenery with cascading 
waterfalls, changing seasons and the fields and 
forests of such places as Short Hills Provincial 
Park, St. John’s Conservation Area, Heartland 
Forest and Rockport Provincial Park.  We so often 
take for granted the things that are closest to us 
and are grateful to Peter for reminding us of the 
beauty and wonder we have right here in our own 
backyard. 
So the next time you’re undecided about coming 
out to a meeting and think you’d rather stay home 
where it’s nice and warm, think about all you’re 
missing.  Not only excellent presentations on our 
new digital equipment, but a delicious array of 
treats brought in by club members, news of local 
sightings and events and, of course, the wonderful 
fellowship that’s enjoyed whenever the Niagara 
Falls Nature Club members get together. 

- Paula Clark 
 

Contributions 
Your editing team would like to thank all of those 
who contributed to make this an interesting and 

valuable newsletter. Please send all contributions 
for the next edition by email to: 

Margaret Pickles, Editor at 
mpickles@sympatico.ca 

905-356-8789 
or Win Laar, Assistant Editor at 

winkal@sympatico.ca 
 

Annual Dinner Meeting 
Saturday, April 19, 2008 

 

Paul O’Hara 
presents 

The Faithful Witness 
The story of the White Pine 

$22 per person 
Social hour 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

 

For tickets contact: 
Win Laar 905-262-5057 

Janet Damude 905-892-2158 



Silence of the Songbirds 
by Bridget Stutchbury 
A Book Report  
This wonderful book provides a pleasant read, 
information and hope.  
Bridget Stutchbury is a research fellow and a 
professor of biology. She poses questions of 
nature and devises ways to work out the answers. 
In this book she takes us from her urban home 
north of Toronto and her farmhouse in rural 
Pennsylvania to the tropical forests of Panama. 
Birds are part of a complex web that sustains life 
on our planet. North America is a temporary home 
of migrating songbirds mostly for breeding; 
otherwise, they live in the tropical regions of 
Central America, South America and the 
Caribbean. Research, including bird counts, 
breeding bird studies, radar counts and banding, 
show songbirds declining from all habitats, 
breeding grounds and wintering grounds.  The 
problems are complex and varied. 
Deforestation, fragmentation, pesticides, light 
pollution, and development are threats in North 
America and worse threats in the wintering 
grounds. Each is discussed in a clear and friendly 
way. The author’s personal stories on each 
research project keep the narrative lively. 
The author supports hope and gives simple actions 
that will help promote a healthier world for 
songbirds and humans. The line “In the swirling 
steam that rises from your cup of coffee could be 
the ghosts of warblers” has me drinking shade-
grown coffee. 
Read the book – be informed and inspired. 

- Janet Damude 
 
The Last Stand 
by Peter E. Kelly and Douglas W. 
Larson 
A Book Report 
Soon after our November presentation on the 
Bruce trail I got out the beautiful book mentioned 
by Beth Kummling, The Last Stand, A Journey 
Through the Ancient Cliff-face Forest of the 
Niagara Escarpment, by Peter E. Kelly and 
Douglas W.Larson.  
Even before opening the book I looked a long time 
at the cover, with its bleached and twisted ancient 
cedar in the foreground, and the gently curving 
beach of Georgian Bay in the distance. 
Inside I learned first about the formation of the 
Niagara Escarpment, and the relentless pressures 
of human development that threaten its existence. 

The same cedars that grow in swamps and in our 
hedges also grow on cliff-faces. Eastern white 
cedar, or arbor vitae, has served mankind well as 
the great medicine tree, as well as being used for 
canoes, fenceposts and cedar shakes. 
The book’s focus sharpened with the description 
of the formation of the Cliff Ecology Research 
Group. Doug Larson had not been receiving 
sufficient funds for his main area of expertise, the 
study of lichens, when he turned to a new field. He 
and some students had noticed the sudden 
transition from mixed forest to predominantly 
eastern white cedar at the cliff edge at Rattlesnake 
Point, and wondered if hiking was negatively 
influencing the ability of the “youngest (and 
therefore the smallest) trees” to reproduce 
themselves. We soon learn how incorrect was that 
assumption within the quotation marks. 
On a whim Doug and a high school student cut a 
few small dead cedars rooted at the cliff edge. He 
was disbelieving when the rings on a cross section 
of stem revealed that they were over 400 years 
old. An expert dendrochronologist confirmed that 
one tiny tree was about 700 years old. 
Doug then went in search of other old trees, 
finding the alerce of Chile at over 3,000 years, and 
bristlecone pines in California of over 4,000 years. 
During a sabbatical in Germany, France, England 
and Wales he discovered other ancient tree species 
unnoticed on steep cliff-faces. How had they 
escaped the deforestation of the surrounding 
lands? “Cliffs aren’t particularly useful for 
growing crops; they’re extremely difficult to 
plough, and the costs of replacing wrecked farm 
equipment are excessive!” 
Back at home, the Niagara Escarpment Ancient 
Tree Inventory Project set out to determine the age 
and location of the oldest trees at individual 
Escarpment sites, to determine the habitat 
variables that lead to longevity in this species, and 
to increase public awareness of the ancient cedars. 
They learned that it is not nutrient deficiency or 
lack of water that leads to slow growth, but 
restricted root space within the rocks. The most 
dangerous part of their survey work was not 
dangling off cliffs, but navigating the jumble of 
loose rocks at the base, with the tangle of plants 
and poison ivy, along with territorial ants and 
turkey vultures. 
Final chapters take a closer look at 12 of the more 
spectacular trees they found, including The Ghost, 
born in 1787 at Beamer Memorial C.A., which 
dangles straight down, anchored by a single living 



root; The Amputee, born in 1134 at Mount Nemo 
Conservation Area, which had 18 branches sawn 
off by rock climbers in 1992; and The Ancient 
One, born in 688 A.D. at Lion’s Head, described 
at the living crown jewel of the Niagara 
Escarpment, the oldest living tree in Ontario, and 
possibly in Canada. 
This is a magnificent book, with many photos of 
ancient cedars, “deformed, stunted, gnarled, 
weathered, twisted, grotesque and beautiful.” It 
gives us much to think about before we head out 
on the trails again, including the warning that 
despite considerable attention being paid to them 
these amazing trees remain unprotected. 

-Win Laar 
 
42nd Annual Christmas Bird Count  
December 28, 2007 
 
The 42nd Niagara Falls Christmas Bird Count was 
held on Friday, December 28, 2007 under 
relatively comfortable conditions. The 
temperatures ranged from -1° Celsius in the early 
morning to 3° Celsius in the afternoon.  Winds 
were moderate from 10 to 15 km per hour.  
Our count area is a 15 mile radius centred at the 
Brock Monument in Queenston, and observers 
record the species and numbers of all birds 
observed in this specific area.  One half of our 
count is in New York State where 21 US birders 
took part in collecting data, and 24 observers 
covered the Ontario side, carefully recording all of 
their observations. Their combined efforts located 
an impressive 98 different bird species and 43052 
individual birds. There were no new bird species 
to the count observed this year.   
Record highs this year included: White-winged 
Scoter (1287), Red-breasted Merganser (1185), 
Wild Turkey (39), and Double-crested Cormorant 
(63). Low numbers were reported for Canada 
Goose (1299, compared to 6254 last year), 
Common Goldeneye (242, a 24 year low), 
Northern Mockingbird (35, a 22 year low and a 
long way off our record of 159 in 1989), and 
White-crowned Sparrow (only 4 reported this 
year, a 13 year low).  
I wish to extend my sincere thanks to all of the 
participants for a terrific job this year, particularly 
to the 16 NFNC members who gave of their time 
to help us with this very important bird census. 
Willie D’Anna of Burt, NY once again organized 
the counters on the US side of our count area, and 
I am indebted to him for this kind gesture.  

Please keep SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2008 
open; perhaps we might be able to count on your 
help on our 43rd Annual Christmas Bird Count. 

- Kayo Roy  
For the Bird Count record see page 7. 
 
Niagara to GTA Corridor 
The NGTA Project team is conducting a study to 
determine what should be done to expand 
transportation capacity between Niagara and the 
GTA.  The team is now looking at transportation 
problems and opportunities, 
Many regional politicians, business people and 
others are calling for a new 400-series highway, 
claiming that this would result in greater economic 
opportunities for the region.   
Others, especially those who care deeply about the 
environment and nature, feel that a new highway 
would increase urban sprawl, destroy natural and 
agricultural lands, and contribute even more to our 
car culture.   
There are alternatives.  We have shipping lanes. 
We have railways and can build more. Trucks and 
cars could be transported close to their destination 
by trains that operate much like ferries do.  Tax 
dollars that would be used to build a highway 
could instead subsidize GO trains and bus systems 
that would actually run frequently and between as 
well as in towns and cities.   This would benefit 
young and elderly citizens and the less well off.   
The benefits to the environment and to our health 
would be tremendous. 
The study team claims that the Province is not 
wedded to the idea of a highway.  This makes 
right now a historic time to make our 
transportation dreams known. 
Write or call or email your legislators. 
You can also submit comments to the NGTA 
study team by email at www.niagara-gta.com, by 
toll-free number 1-866-890-6441, by mail at 
NGTA Project Team, c/o URS Canada Inc., 75 
Commerce Valley Drive East, Markham ON L3T 
7N9 or stop in at their site office located at 30 
Hannover Drive, Suite 100, St. Catharines. 

- Joyce Sankey 
 



SPECIES ONTARIO NEW 
YORK

COUNT 
TOTAL

SPECIES ONTARIO NEW 
YORK

COUNT 
TOTAL

Canada Goose 756 543 1299 Eastern Screech-Owl 2 2
Mute Swan 3 3 Great Horned Owl 1 1
Gadwall 8 8 Long-eared Owl 1 1
American Wigeon 10 2 12 Belted Kingfisher 3 3
American Black Duck 52 1 53 Red-bellied Woodpecker 16 29 45
Mallard 543 106 649 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 1
Canvasback 2 2 Downy Woodpecker 45 46 91
Redhead 11 7 18 Hairy Woodpecker 9 11 20
Ring-necked Duck 2 2 Northern Flicker 6 20 26
Greater Scaup 24 204 228 Pileated Woodpecker 1 1
Lesser Scaup 6 6 12 Woodpecker, sp. 1 1
Scaup, sp. 8 8 Northern Shrike 2 2 4
White-winged Scoter 163 1124 1287 Blue Jay 139 191 330
Black Scoter 1 2 3 American Crow 96 235 331
Long-tailed Duck 466 208 674 Horned Lark 5 6 11
Bufflehead 77 4 81 Black-capped Chickadee 234 212 446
Common Goldeneye 143 99 242 Tufted Titmouse 6 12 18
Hooded Merganser 25 8 33 Red-breasted Nuthatch 5 23 28
Common Merganser 752 44 796 White-breasted Nuthatch 48 42 90
Red-breasted Merganser 169 1016 1185 Brown Creeper 1 2 3
Ring-necked Pheasant 2 8 10 Carolina Wren 11 11
Wild Turkey 17 22 39 Winter Wren 4 3 7
Red-throated Loon 6 14 20 Golden-crowned Kinglet 3 1 4
Common Loon 4 1 5 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 1
Horned Grebe 2 4 6 Eastern Bluebird 23 23
Double-crested Cormorant 63 63 Hermit Thrush 2 3 5
Great Blue Heron 31 31 American Robin 322 82 404
Bald Eagle 1 1 2 Northern Mockingbird 19 16 35
Northern Harrier 4 1 5 European Starling 11886 2591 14477
Sharp-shinned Hawk 6 4 10 American Pipit 1 1
Cooper’s Hawk 7 8 15 Cedar Waxwing 1 13 14
Northern Goshawk 3 3 Yellow-rumped Warbler 2 2
Accipiter, sp. 2 2 American Tree Sparrow 123 163 286
Red-tailed Hawk 70 40 110 Fox Sparrow 1 1
Rough-legged Hawk 1 1 Song Sparrow 15 3 18
American Kestrel 17 7 23 Swamp Sparrow 1 1 2
Merlin 1 1 2 White-throated Sparrow 16 30 46
Peregrine Falcon 1 1 White-crowned Sparrow 3 1 4
American Coot 2 2 Dark-eyed Junco 250 124 374
Killdeer CW CW Snow Bunting 50 1 51
Little Gull 1 1 Northern Cardinal 100 103 203
Bonaparte’s Gull 4820 420 5240 Red-winged Blackbird 1 1
Ring-billed Gull 734 1427 2161 Common Grackle 2 2
Herring Gull 3041 2674 5715 Brown-headed Cowbird 2 2

Thayer’s Gull 1 1 Purple Finch 2 2
Iceland Gull 10 10 20 House Finch 116 104 220
Lesser Black-backed Gull 3 1 4 Finch, sp. 10 10
Glaucous Gull 3 3 6 Common Redpoll 109 82 191
Great Black-backed Gull 101 62 163 Hoary Redpoll 1 1
Gull, sp. 450 450 Pine Siskin 1 1
Rock Pigeon 547 901 1448 American Goldfinch 110 161 271
Mourning Dove 503 543 1046 House Sparrow 887 840 1727

TOTAL SPECIES 98
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 43,052

NIAGARA FALLS ON/NY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2007

 



                                  NIAGARA FALLS NAT URE CLUB 
    FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER  31, 2007
REVENUE 2007 2006

Memberships 2,105.00$    2,430.00$    
Donation           H.S. Martin Memorial Bursary 140.00$       1,795.00$    
                         Conservation 416.75$       336.30$       
Bank Interest 225.58$       156.35$       
Fund Raising  (Draws Coffee Profit  Crest Books Pla nt Sale) 273.55$       557.00$       
Other Income:   Annual Dinner Meeting 1,848.00$    2,075.00$    
                           Shirt Sale 60.00$         
                           Trillium Grant 4,800.00$    
                           Walkers Donation 1,400.00$    

9,808.88$    8,809.65$    
EXPENSES

Bulletins  (printing, envelopes, postage) 369.96$       473.84$       
Meetings (incl. "Directions" Meetings, Rent, Speake rs) 623.00$       514.00$       
Printing (Schedules) 76.38$         83.38$         
Liability Insurance (F.O.N) 425.00$       425.00$       
Rental P.O. Box 125.08$       116.60$       
MISC. 35.39$         29.97$         
Digital Equipment 4,543.79$    
GPS PURCHASE 435.16$       
Administration 95.62$         30.50$         
Annual Dinner Meeting 1,742.60$    1,974.26$    
Donations-    The Owl Foundation 250.00$       500.00$       
                      Brock University (H.S.M. Memo rial Bursary) 115.00$       1,950.00$    
                      Long Point Basin Land Trust 150.00$       
                      Bruce Trail 350.00$       100.00$       
                      Amphibians Voice 50.00$         50.00$         
                      Canada Day 50.00$         50.00$         
                      Town of Fort Erie (Releaf) 300.00$       
                      Thickson's Woods 25.00$         
Committee Expenses  
                      Archives
                      Awards 39.90$         
Subscriptions and fees:
                       Ontario Nature(F.O.N.) 75.00$         75.00$         
                       Canadian Nature Federation ( C.N.F) 40.00$         
                       Long Point Bird Observatory 35.00$         35.00$         
                      

9,491.72$    6,867.71$    
Excess of Revenue over expense 317.16$       1,941.94$    
Balance of assets January1/2006 11,356.46$  9,414.52$    
Balance of Assets December 31,2007 11,673.62$  11,356.46$  

Bank Account #124851369 4,675.64$    4,584.06$    
Certificate of Deposit 6,967.98$    6,742.40$    
Membership Floater 30.00$         30.00$         

11,673.62$  11,356.46$  

Assets consisting of:-      Current Account 8,965.77$    8,346.57$    
                                             Design ated Conservation 1,396.80$    1,980.05$    
                                             Howard  Martin Bursary 90.00$         65.00$         
                                             Walker s Donation 964.84$       964.84$       
                                        Trillium Gr ant 256.21$       
Audited by Doug Warner 11,673.62$  11,356.46$  


